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TeSt the waters

ASSESSEMENT THREE — WRITE A NEWS STORY

Read the entire document before you begin. It is in five parts:

1. Adescription of the task you must complete along with pointers you on what
you should include.

. Atemplate for using the inverted pyramid to plan your article.
Space to complete your full task.

. The success criteria that the teacher will use to grade your work.

. A feedback section that you can use to improve your work in future
assignments.

B Write a news story

For this task, you will be the journalist. Think about the following questions:

What are the main local/national/international stories in the news at
present?

Do any of them have any interest or significance for your area or for you?
Have any events of interest happened locally recently?
Are there any upcoming events of local/national importance?

Or you can come up with any ‘news’ story you like!

Using the next page, brainstorm a news story using the inverted pyramid
structure. Remember you need to:

Decide whether you are writing a broadsheet- or tabloid-style article.
Establish the 5Ws.

Plan your background information.

Include analysis.

Include quotes.

Write your news story. Include a headline, visual and the written report.




M) My news story

Fill in this inverted pyramid to plan your article.

INVERTED PYRAMID BRAINSTORM

SWs
WHO? WHERE?
WHAT?
WHEN?
BACKGROUND INFO
+ Description
- Statistics
-
 Visuals \
+ Diagrams
ANALYSIS
« Experts’ opinions
* Reporters’ opinions
QUOTES
 Participants
+ Eyewitnesses >
« Experts

START OF
ARTICLE

HERE

\
END OF

ARTICLE



Remember: It should be immediately obvious to your reader whether your newspaper
is a broadsheet or a tabloid.
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Teacher feedback: News story YA

Teachers can use the table below to assess and give feedback to each student. Each success
criterion can be rated using a check mark (v') or scores (Excellent = 10, Very good = 8, Good = 6,
Satisfactory = 4, More work needed = 2). Students can also reflect on their work after they get feedback.

Excellent Very good Good Satisfactory More work

Success Criteria
needed

Quality of
Planning

(use of inverted
pyramid)

Headline

Quality of
Written report

Quality of
Choice of visuals

Grammar
(use of full sentences
and proper tenses)

Accuracy of
mechanics
(spelling, punctuation)

Other comments

My thoughts after feedback

The easiest thing about this task was

From the feedback, | noticed that | need to work on

Something | learned was






