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Children will learn to appreciate the work of Irish botanist and author Éanna Ní Lamhna. They will explore a local soil environment and search for minibeasts. Finally, they will sequence the story of the life cycle of the frog.

	Notes

	Before bringing the children on the minibeast hunt in Science Lesson 2, it is advisable to have a walk around the school grounds or local park and identify suitable ‘pit stops’ for finding minibeasts with the children.


	Materials
	Books

	· Magnifying glasses

· Trowels

· Paper plates

· Pooters (if available)
	· Bug viewers (if available)

· Scissors

· Glue sticks
	· Wild Things at School by Éanna Ní Lamhna

· Naturama by Michael Fewer

· Irelandopedia by John and Fatti Burke

· Mad about Minibeasts by Giles Andreae

· Life Cycle of a Frog by Kirsty Holmes


	Useful Links

	1. 
HYPERLINK  "http://www.heritageinschools.ie/heritage-expert/profile/eanna-ni-lamhna"

www.heritageinschools.ie/heritage-expert/profile/eanna-ni-lamhna

 2. 
HYPERLINK  "https://www.soils4kids.org/k-4"

www.soils4kids.org/k-4

3. www.resources.hwb.wales.gov.uk/VTC/minbeasts/eng/Introduction/default.htm
4. 
HYPERLINK  "http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/scienceforkids/life_cycle/frog_lifecycle.htm"

www.sheppardsoftware.com/scienceforkids/life_cycle/frog_lifecycle.htm

YouTube: Frog Song (Life Cycle of a Frog) by Cocomelon – Nursery Rhymes


	Key Vocabulary

	History
	Geography
	Science

	botanist

author 

wildlife

environment
	soil

environment

plants

animals

minibeasts
	minibeasts

pooter

bug viewer

life cycle

frogspawn

tadpole
	froglet

frog

moth

fly

ladybird

grasshopper
	bee

worm

snail

woodlice

earwig

centipede
	ant

slug

beetle

spider

butterfly


	Integration

	Visual Arts: Design and make a poster to encourage other children in your school to explore their environment. 

Drama: Move like a minibeast. 

Language: Listen and respond to The Bad-Tempered Ladybird by Eric Carle.


	Home/Parental Involvement

	Visit a local park and look for Irish plants and animals. 

Examine the soil environment near your home. What minibeasts can you find?


	Theme Overview

	D indicates an Explorers Digital Resource on FolensOnline.

P indicates an Explorers Print Resource in the Explorers Student Book/Printable on FolensOnline.ie.

	LESSON 1
	LESSON 2
	LESSON 3

	HISTORY
	Focus: Introducing Éanna Ní Lamhna
	Focus: Wildlife and the environment
	Focus: Caring for the environment

	
	D Éanna Ní Lamhna: Story
Listen to Éanna describing her work.

Discuss questions you would ask Éanna.

P Éanna Ní Lamhna p. 48
Children write questions that they would ask Éanna Ní Lamhna.
	D Éanna Ní Lamhna: Q&A
Listen to Éanna answer the children’s questions. 

‘Go outside and notice the real world around you.’

Éanna Ní Lamhna.

Design a poster with this quote to encourage others to explore their environment. 
	Make a list of five ways to care for the environment. 

Mime ways to care for the environment.

P Éanna Ní Lamhna p. 48 

Design an award for Éanna Ní Lamhna. 

	GEOGRAPHY
	Focus: The soil environment
	Focus: Exploring a soil environment
	Focus: What did you find?

	
	Discuss: Where can we find soil near our school?

D A Soil Environment: Explore

Watch the video. 

What little animals might we find in the soil/flowerbeds near our school?

P Explore: A Soil Environment p. 49 

Discuss the concept of ‘Leave No Trace’.

Draw two animals you hope to find. 
	D Soil Environment: Sort
Decide which of the animals and items you would find in soil and which you would not.

Visit a local soil environment. Children work in small groups of three or four.
Each group has magnifying glasses, trowels and paper plates. 

Examine a small area of soil.

Take photos (if possible).
	P Explore: A Soil Environment p. 49 
Children record their findings and sort them into three groups: animals, plants and non-living things. 

Compare findings to the other groups. 

	SCIENCE
	Focus: Introducing minibeasts
	Focus: Minibeast hunt
	Focus: The life cycle of a frog

	
	D Minibeasts: Explore
Explore the interactive scene.

Discuss: What minibeasts do you know? Make a class list. 

D Minibeasts: Label
Label the pictures of minibeasts.
	P Minibeast Hunt p. 50
Recap minibeasts. 

Discuss the concept of ‘Leave No Trace’.

Children go on a minibeast hunt around the school grounds or a local park, stopping at ‘pit stops’ to observe minibeasts in the grass, under logs and stones, in the air and in trees.

Complete the table to show which minibeasts were found in each area.

Discuss findings. Where did you find the most/fewest minibeasts? 
	Record on a KWL chart what the children know and want to know about frogs.

D The Life Cycle of a Frog: Story

Watch the video showing the life cycle of a frog. Discuss.

P The Life Cycle of a Frog p. 51 and printable

Cut and sequence the stages in the life cycle of the frog. 

Draw a frog. Label the parts.

Add to the L section of the KWL. 


	Curriculum Information

	History

	Strand and Strand Unit
	Skills

	Story: Stories 

· Listen to, discuss, retell and record through pictures and other simple writing activities some stories from the lives of people who have made a contribution to local and or national life and to the lives of people in other countries in a variety of ways
	Working as a historian

· Time and chronology

· Using evidence

· Communication

	Geography

	Strand and Strand Unit
	Skills

	Natural environments: The local natural environment

· Become aware of, explore and discuss some aspects of the natural environments in the immediate locality of the school 

· Observe, collect and investigate a variety of natural materials in the local environment

· Record and communicate experiences and observations using oral language and pictures

Environmental awareness and care: Caring for my locality

· Observe, discuss and appreciate the attributes of the local environment

· Appreciate that people share the environment with plant and animal life

· Develop a sense of responsibility for taking care of and enhancing the environment

· Identify, discuss and implement simple strategies for improving and caring for the environment
	A sense of place and space

· A sense of place

· A sense of space

Maps, globes and graphical skills

· Picturing places

Geographical investigation skills

· Questioning

· Observing

· Predicting

· Investigating and experimenting

· Estimating and measuring

· Analysing

· Recording and communicating

	Science

	Strand and Strand Unit
	Skills

	Living things: Plants and animals 

Variety and characteristics of living things 

· Observe, discuss and identify a variety of plants and animals in different habitats in the immediate environment

· Recognise and identify the external parts of living things

Processes of life

· Observe growth and change in some living things
	Working scientifically 

· Questioning

· Observing

· Predicting

· Investigating and experimenting

· Estimating and measuring

· Analysing

· Recording and communicating

Designing and making

· Exploring

· Planning

· Making

· Evaluating





